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INTRODUCTION 


r s in compliance with that 
curioſity ſo natural to every 
reader to hear the author 
es talk to him in perſon (as it 
were) as well as of a cuſtom that hath 
prevailed (as our lawyers phraſe is) from 
the time whereof the memory of man is 
not to the contrary, that I take upon 
me the trouble of prefaceing. The 
end of it is to give the reader ſome ac- 
eount of myſelf and the following ſtory, 
with the manner of its coming to my 


knowledge. 


A 2 FIRST, 


INTRODUCTION. 
FixsT then, as to myſelf, I think 

it is no ſcandal to own that as to my 
perſonit is farfrom agreeable ; a mea- 
ore inquiſitive look, (which my ene- 
mies have interpreted for a ſign of po- 
verty) a ſhatp noſe, hollow eyes, long 
viſage, and waiſt of twenty inches about, 
have been my diſtinguiſhing marks 
ever ſince the legiſlature thought pro- 
per to lay an impoſition of no leſs a 
ſum than one half- penny per diem on 
the diurnal productions of myſelf and 
other labourers in the commonwealth 
of News. I fay, I think it is no ſcan- 
dal to own all this, becauſe every one 
that is perſonally acquainted with me 
can teſtify, that all theſe difagreeable 
qualities are owing only to too great 
an application in my ſearches after truth; 
midnight watches and hard ſtudy have 
been my bane. But theſe J account 
nothing, in compariſon with the good 
of my country. Tis therefore an un- 
chriſtian- like reflection on me and the 
publick, that neceſſity had thus diſ- 
tinguiſhed me. Alas how much do 


my 
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INTRODUCTION. 


my enemies envy the comfortable ſub- 


ſiſtence I pick up from dying ſpeeches, 
accounts of ghoſts, letters from Admi- 
ral Vernon, &c. And as a proof of 
my preſent good circumſtances, I will 
venture to lay any wager, that there 
is not a garret better glazed and white- 
waſhed than mine, in the whole pa- 

riſh of St. Giless. But as my lord 
Bacon ſays, ſcandal is a tax that every 


great man muſt pay to the publick. 


'Tis now upwards of a year ſince 
I was employed to write ſome papers in 
favour of the convention, and going to 
carry them toa certain gentleman near 
St. James's for his approbation, I was 
bid to ſet down in an outer room till 
his honour was ſtiring. While I did 
this, I obſerved little maſter his ſon ve- 
ry buſy making himſelf a paper kite, 
and that to cover it he had tore the 
leaves out of an octavo book of two 
inches thick. My natural love to books 
made me very curious to know the 
contents of this; I therefore begged of 
the young gentleman to look into it, 


which 


TIVTRODUCTTION. 
which he did, without doubt thinking 
me a fool for regarding a thing he had 
kicked about the houſe ever 1 he 
could go alone. 

Ir was in the beginning of thisbook 
thenthat I met with the following ftory, 
which gave me the moſt exquiſite ſa- 
tisfaction, the beautiful ſimplicity with 
which it is there told, made me think 
it the moſt pleaſing one I had ever 
read, and I began to think how to 
ankle my ſelf maſter of all the untorn 
part of Aebebk. This ] ſoon effected, 
for upon aſking the young gentleman's 
father, he told me it was a book they 
had no manner of occafion for; = 
that if I would give his ſon two or 
three ſheets of waſte paper in exchange 
for it, it was mine. I made no ſcru- 
ple of doing this, and from that time 
became maſter of a work I eſteem the 
beſt in the world. 

As ſoon as I got home, I began to 
conſider whether it would not be bet- 


ter if it were put in a more modern 


dreſs; 
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INTRODUCTION 


| dreſs; for to ſay the truth, it is in ſome 
| places a little obſcure through the an- 


tiquity of the ſtyle ; and accordingly 
{et about modernizing it. I have not 
contented myſelf with taking only 


| whatmy author has ſaid but, made all 
the inquiry I could of old people, and 
| have thereby come to the knowledge of 


ſome particulars which elſe had been 
buried i in oblivion. I can't omit men- 
tioning the aſſiſtance I had from an 
acquaintance of mine a blind man, who 
it ſeems had been informed cf this re- 
lation, and wrote ſome tolerable verſes 


on it, and to whom I am obliged for 
many hints. 


| 
| 


| 
? 
| 


: 
| 
| 


If I have in the courſe of this nar- 


ration happened to let fall any thing 


that may ſeem too ſevere a — . 


on the ladies, I ſincerely beg their par- 


don; but before they er me, I 
would entreat them to conſider the cir- 
cumſtances of it. At the worſt, I have 


treated them more gently than thoſe 
of their own ſex have done; all they 


Can 


can accuſe me of is, that I have repre- 
ſented them as frail creatures, Mrs. | 
Manly, and Mrs. Haywood would prove 


them to be wicked ones. 


AL1 that I have elſe to ſay is, that | 
I have ſtudied clearneſs and perſpicuity, 


rather than eloquence of ſtyle; believing 


it much more to an author's credit, to 


repreſent truth in a plain dreſs than 
falſhood in a gay one. And thus af- 
ter begging the candour of the donn, 11 


ſubmit myſelf to it's cenſure. 
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1s now ſome years ago ſince there 
lived in a beautiful country town, 
ſome diſtance from London, a gen- 
tleman and lady the ſubjects of the 
following — They were both 
iin the prime of their youth, and 
were — the moſt agrecable and well-match'd 
couple the world has produced fince. The amia- 


bleneſs of their perſon was exceeded by nothing 


but the fweetnels of their diſpoſition 3 and both 
theſe, together with a certain fimplicity in their 
manners, not common to the latter ages, made 
their lives the happieſt in the world. Domeſtic 
feuds, ſo common to other families, were unknown 
to them. In ſhort, the greateſt pleaſure they could 
taſte was the converſation of each other; and thus 
their lives were a continual round of pleaſure. 

025 Ar A= 


( 10 | 
AL as! how vain and fleeting are all ſublu- 
nary pleaſures! how ſhort and tranſitory our enjoy- 
ments? Pain and pleaſure, tho' implacable enemies, 
are near neighbours; and almoſt in the very inſtant 
that we find ourſelves poſſeſsd of the one, we find 
ourſelves ſeized by the cruel hand of the other. But 
to proccd, | 
As I do not apprehend it at all neceſſary to the 
right underſtanding this relation, that the reader 


_— 


be acquainted with the real names of the perſons !' , 


concerned in it, I muſt beg leave to conceal them 
under thoſe of Audropater and Materphile. There 
are beſides ſome particular reaſons that might ren- 
der the revealing them improper. | 
HowEve R agreeable this match might now | 
be to Andropater, it was not of his own making; for 
his father conſidering the irkſomneſs of a ſingle life, 
found out the lovely Materphile for him; and as ſhe 
had no very great fortune of her own, immediately 
on their marriage ſettled a fine eſtate at which they 
now reſided, on them and their heirs, ſubject to this 
remarkable condition, that neither of them ſhould 
ever drink any ſtrong or ſpirituous liquors. Nay 
the injunction was ſo very ſtrift, and the ſettlement 


ſo nicely worded, that if at any time they ſhould be : : 


guilty of a breach of the donor's will in this particu- 
lar, they were immediately to forfeit their whole 
eſtate, and be expelled from thence for ever. 

Sve a reſtriction as this may ſeem odd to one 
who does not conſider, that thoſe who confer a fa- 
vour have a right of annexing what condition they 
pleaſe to it, and that it is in the option of the perſon | 
obliged, to accept or refuſe it. However, [I ſhall 
{pare myſelf the trouble of enquiring into the rea- 
ſons of it, and only aſſure my reader, that the au- 
thority I haye for it is inconteſtable. | | 

BeyoRe the marriage of Audropater and Materphile, 
this eſtate had been occupied by a perſon whoſe real 

| name 


5 
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( 17 ) 


name, for the reaſon aforeſaid, I muſt beg leave to 


: conceal under that of Demonius. He was one of a 
| prodigious turbulent diſpoſition, inſomuch that he 


was continually quarelling and fighting with his 
neighbours ; and withal of fo malicious and envious a 
caſt of mind, that he never forgave an injury though 


ever ſo trivial, and uſed to think every favour be- 
: ſtowed on another a curſe on himſelf. This man 
had one day formed a deſign againſt his landlord 
(who was Andropater's father) and though he had 
ever uſed him with the greateſt kindneſs, he thought 
of nothing leſs than forcing him out of his houſe. 


4 
3 


To effect this, he got together a pack of rake- 


| kelly fellows, who were his neighbours, and as like 
' himſelf as one egg is to another, and began to tell 
them how much they were oppreſt by their land- 
lord; that he but uſurpt the authority he pre- 


tended to have over them; that they had each of - 


them as good a right to his poſſeſſions as he; and 


that, in ſhort, if they wou'd aſſiſt him, he would 
endeavour to rid them of the ſlavery, as he termed 
their ſubjection, and make 'em all gentlemen. 
This propoſal was applauded with a general huzza ; 
and they thought now of nothing but carrying it 


into execution. For this purpoſe they arm'd them- 
| ſelves with clubs, pitchforks, flails, Ec, and ſuch 
| other weapons as the country afforded, and march- 


ed one and all to attack the dwelling of their land- 
lord. | 
THe y had no ſooner arrived there, than they 


| began the attack upon the windows, beating and 


battering all at hand; but were ſoon repulſed with 
great diſorder. They then made another onfer, 
but were again beaten back ; and, in ſhort, after 
many fruitleſs eſſays, were every man of them taken 


| priſoners. 


HE REI cannot omit taking notice of the ex- 


| traordinary behaviour of one of the domeſticks. 


B 2 this 
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This young man had an excellent hand at quarterſtaff, 
and fought with ſo much bravery: that his fellow 
ſervants were charmed with him, and would fre- 
quently cry out, well play'd, Mr. Michael ; bravely 
ſtruck, Mr. Michael; with many other expreſſions | 
of the like nature. | | 


I ſhall not trouble my reader with relating their 


behaviour betwixt this and the time of their trial, 


which was at the next quarter ſeſſions ; but only 


- acquaint him that they were indicted for a forcible 
entry: But whether the evidence was not clear, or 


they pretended they were drunk, or (which is moſt 


robable) the court was inclinable to favour them, 
inſtead of ſuffering death, they were only doomed | 
to perpetual impriſonment. While they continued 


here, they had frequent opportunities of converſing 


with each other; and though all hopes of ever 
getting their liberty were vain, they were not with- | 
out ſome diſtant views of pleaſure ; for with people 
of their complexion, pleaſure does not conſiſt in any 
good that befals themſelves, ſo much as in the ill 
that happens to others; and therefore though their 
ſituation deprived them of all hopes of the one, they 
had not leſs reaſon now than ever to expect the 


other. 


Is this ſtate did they continue 'till the time of 
Andropater and Materphile's marriage, which gave 
them freſh matter of uneaſineſs; particularly Demo- 
ius, who could but ill brook to ſee them live in the 
iplendid manner they did in the neighbourhood, nay | 


In the very houſe he had formerly inhabited, and 
which his own wickedneſs had occaſioned the loſs of. 
But what gave him the greateſt diſquiet of any thing 
was, their living together in ſo perfect a harmony. 
This would have been a ſubject of diſcontent with 
reſpect to any indiferent perſons ; but it was much 


more ſo as they were fo nearly related to one whom 
ne looked upon as his greateſt enemy. He had 


ſome 


ooh - ca os wh 


939 


= 2 
— — 


(13) 
ſome how or other heard of the clauſe I before men- 
tioned to be in the ſettlement, and began to conceive 
ſome. glimering hopes that he might find a way to 
gratify his reſentment. This to any other perſon 
would have ſeemed impoſſible ; but what is it that 
induſtry and reſolution will not accompliſh ? One 
would think a priſon an odd place to form plots in ; 
yet neyertheleſs to one of his difpolion and abilities, 
no difficulties were diſheartning, nor no deſign that 
carried miſchief along with it but was agreeable. 
He had a thorough knowledge of the humours and. 
diſpoſitions of mankind, was maſter of a great deal 
of addreſs, and was the moſt exquiſite diſſembler in 
the world ; and it was upon theſe qualifications he 
founded his deſigns. He therefore, in order the 
better to effect them, called together all his compa- 
nions; and after drinking and boozing ſufficiently 
of what the place afforded, and their pockets would 
permit them, he opened to them. the affair of our 
new-married couple, and withal told them on what 
a tickliſh foundation their happineſs was built. 
After he had thus acquainted them with all that 
was neceſſary, What think you, my lads, cry'd he, 
of ſetting this fellow and his wife and their father 
at variance? do you think it poſſible? would it be 
worth while to attempt it ha? Never was project 
ſo univerſally approved of. It is impoſſible to ex- 
preſs the ſatisfaction they diſcovered in their counte- 
nances : they called Demonius their k ing, their father, 
their general, Sc. They then proceeded to deter- 
mine in what manner this was to be done; and at 
laſt concluded that they could no way ſo effectually 
accompliſn their ends, as by tempting Materpbile 
to break thro* the before mentioned condition. 
Altho' ſne and her huſband had hitherto behaved 
with the utmoſt obedience to their father's will, 
they yet conſidered ſne might have a longing incli- 
nation to taſte what was thus forbiden her; and 
that 
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that the ſeverity of the injun&tion,finſtead of Riifling, 


might but increaſe her curioſity. They knew that 


let her have as much virtue as poſſible, ſhe was ſtill 
a woman, and a young one too; and that this, joined 


with a certain tincture of coquetry, inſeperable 
from that ſex, would not a little contribute to fa- 
vour their deſign. 


TRR then aroſe a debate among them as to 


the manner of putting their deſign in execution. 
They all agreed no body was fo proper to be em- 
ployed in it as Demonius; but how to get him out from 
the place he was confin'd in was a great matter of 
difficulty. At laſt they muſtered up all the money 
they could, and calling the keeper to them, pre- 
vail*d on him to let Demonius go out for the — 
on his ſolemn promiſe of returning again before 
noon ; and this, together with his firm attachment 
to the cauſe of his fellow priſoners, induced the 
keeper to comply with his requeſt. 

In this poſture did the affairs of Demonius now ſtand ; 
and as my reader may perhaps be tired with this te- 
dious digreſion. I, ſhall now return to the other per- 
tons concerned in this relation. 

As Andropater was a gentleman totally diſengaged 
from buſineſs, and had given himſelf up to the 
pleaſures of a country life, the reader will not be 
furprized when he hears that he as well as his lady 
tpent great part of their time in the garden. As 
ro Audropater he had ſome knowledge of botany, 
and would fpend four or five hours at a time in 
gathering of herbs, roots, Sc. examining their 
ſtructure, and diſcovering their virtues ; and Ma. 
terphile for her part was a moſt exquiſite Judge of 
flowers. The bluſhing roſe and gaudy tulip owed 
their excellences in a great meaſure to her care and 
Kill. 

Ix theſe innocent amuſements, theſe delightful 
recreations, did they uſually ſpend the foregoing part 
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of the day; the remainder of it was commonly 


devoted to pleaſure of ſome other kind. After 
dinner Audropater would retire to his cloſet to ſtudy 
or ſettle the accounts of his eſtate, while Adaterphric 
would divert herſelf with playing on the harpſicord, 


working with her needle, preſerving fruits, making 


falves for poor people, and ſuch other female re- 
creations, There was no noiſe of footmen in the 
hall, no ratling of coaches at the gate, or im- 
pertinent how-d*ye's knocking at the door; no 


midnight reveling at quadrille or baſſett; but, in 


ſhort, theirs might be truly called a fober andwell 
regulated family. Nay, ſo ſtrict were they in their 
houſhold ceconomy, that, as I have been credibly 


informed, they had prayers in their houſe every 


morning and evening, a thing very uncommon 
now adays. 


IT unluckily happened the morning Demonius had 


fret on the execution of the enterpuize, the gar- 
dener had taken the opportunity of his maſter and 


miſtreſs being aſleep to leave his work, and {teal 
out at the back gate. Whether he went to an 
alehouſe hard by, which he uſed to frequent; or 


to ſee a girl he had a liking to that lived a ſmall 


diſtance off, is not material; but be the caſe as it 


will, John had left the garden-gate wide open. 


As to Demonius, he had ſpent all the night in 
contriving how to get acceſs to Materphile, and un- 
der what diſguiſe todo it. He conſidered with him- 
ſelf what garb would ſooneſt gain admittance to a 
young and beautiful lady, and was more than once 
tempted to make his approaches in the habit of a 
ſoldier. He knew well enough what deference is 
paid by that ſex to a red coat, and a brazen front; 
but then he thought again that the dreſs of a beau 
would be irreſiſtable. There are I don't know 
what charms in a clean ſhirt, a well-made wig 
and an * ſcull, and this turned the ſcale, and 
A ; induced 


(16) 
induced him to accoſt her in the latter rather than 
the former way. 

H 1s perſon, which was no way diſagreeable, 
except as to his feet (which were none of the moſt 
handſome) he had taken the utmoſt care to adorn ; 
his cloaths were almoſt covered with lace ; his wig 
was tied in a bag behind him; he wore his hat un- 
der his arm; and his ſword knot was the moſt 
prettily imagined in the world. He had beſides 
all this, ſtowed in his pocket a quilted bottle of 
right Nants, together with a ſilver cup; for upon 
a dexterous management of theſe the whole 
ſucceſs of his plot depended. Thus equipt, and big 
with the thoughts of his enterprize, he ſallies out of 
his abode, as ſoon as it was light; and coming to 
the back of the garden, to his great joy found the 
gate open, and leiſurely marches in. 

Ir ſeems Audropater had that night had a dream 
relating to his wife that gave him no ſmall unea- 
fineſs. He told her of it as ſoon as he waked; and that 
he was terribly afraid ſome miſchief or other would 
befal her before night, and entreated her to ſtay 
within doors all day. My dear, ſays he, the cau- 
tions that are given us in our dreams are by no 
means to be rejected, but we ought to pay the great- 
eſt regard to them. How many misfortunes might 
have been avoided, had people been ſo wiſe as to 
have obſerved the intimation given of them in their 
ſleep ? how many murders prevented? how many 
ſhipwrecks avoided ? In ſhort, my dear, ſays he, 
I have a ſtrong prepoſſeſſion that ſome extraordinary 
miſchief will befal you. Thieves may have broke 
into the garden laſt night, and may now be laying 
wait to murder thee ; a viper may deprive thee of 
life, or an hundred other accidents befal thee : 
ah how the very idea of ſuch a diſaſter torments me 
My dear, continued he, let me therefore conjure 
you to keep within doors all this day. 
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(17) 
Wu TRHER Materphile imagined her huſband 
ed her virtue, or whether ſhe was only in- 
fluenced by that ſpirit of contradiction ſo natural to 


the female ſex, I cannot determine; however ſhe 


entreated him to lay aſide ſuch idle notions, and not 
: ſuffer himſelf to be deluded by what even an old 


woman would deſpiſe. Fie upon you, my dear, cry*d 


' ſhe, I always took you for a Man of more ſenſe. 


As to your fear of thieves having broke into the 


ſ 


garden, that is next to impoſſible, for you know 
we ourſelves ſee the gates made faſt every night, 
and the walls are ſo high that it is impoſſible to 
ſcale them. Beſides ſuppoſing any rogues had got 


in, what buſineſs can they have now? you ſee *tis 
broad day light, and they muſt have been gone 
before now if they intended to eſcape undiſcovered. 


As to venomous creatures offending me, that 


k 


| 
| 
L 


is equally unlikely ; for you know there has not 
been ſeen any ſuch thing in the garden ſince we 
have lived here. Nevertheleſs, added ſhe, as you 
ſeem to be ſomewhat diſturbed, I will but juſt ſtep 
to look after thoſe auricula's that you know are but 
Juſt blown, and I give you my promiſe to return 


20 breakfaſt before the tea-kettle boils. 


f 


Andropater found it would be to no purpoſe to 
contradict her; and being half perſuaded by her, 


that his dream was not to be regarded, with a 


ſeeming reluctance conſented. Which he had no 
ſooner done than Materphile ſlipped on her gloves, 
and putting on a light ſtraw hat, to keep the ſun 
from hurting her complexion, ſhe in her diſhabille 
tript it down the grand walk of the garden. She 


| had ſcarce got to the middle of it, when turning 
: down an alley that led to the ſpot where her be- 
loved flowers lay, ſhe oblerved at a diſtance, a well 
| dreſt gentleman ſauntering negligently along, with 
| his gold headed cane dangling at his wriſt ; his 
' inuff-box in his hand, _ bumming to himſelt an 


Opera 


(18) 

opera air. I f that the reader by this time 
& that a was no other than the 
enterpriſing Demonius. 8 

As ſoon as ſhe ſaw him, ſhe ſtarted, and was 
going to run back; but he running up to her, 
prevented her, by throwing himſelf at her feet. 
Pardon, madam, cry*d he, the rudeneſs of a ftran- 
ger, and impute not that to any HI deſign which 
was the effect of mere curioſity. Madam, conti- 
nued he, I was juſt now taking a ſolitary walk this 
way, and obſerving the exquiſite beauty of this 
delightful ſpot, (which ſeems rather the abode of 
Jome deity than any mortal creature) and finding 


the gate open, preſumed fo far as to enter in. It's | 


beautiful appearance, and elegant contrivance, ſo 
far beguiled me, that it at once induced me to 
commit an action inconſiſtent with good manners; 
and put it out of my power to extenuate it by re- 
tiring. He was going on with many more apolo- 
gies of the like nature; *till Materpbile interrupting, 


beg'd of him to riſe ; and told him that as he 


ſeemed to be a gentleman, he need ſay no more 
to excuſe himſelf. 


Ar TER he had thus excuſed himſelf to the 
lady, he proceeded to give the diſcourſe another 
turn, and fell to commending the beauties of her 


perſon. He extolled by turns the fire of her eyes, 
the bloom of her complexion, the fine colour of _ 


her hair, her eaſy mein, her brilliant wit, and in 
ſhort, ſaid every thing that flattery could ſuggeſt. 
She who had not been uſed to the gallantries of 
a town life, and was conſequently ſurprized at ſuch 
kind of diſcourſe, began to believe, and at length 
was thoroughly convinced, that he who ſhe juſt 
now looked on as an intruder was a very well bred 
gentleman ; and had it not been that her hut- 
band was then at home, had certainly invited him 
to breakfaſt with her. However not to he ber 
3 an 


10 
F 
4 


Ct 


22 as we "ras ff Wet Wy 22 


AMY —_— TY 


(19) 

hand with him in civility, ſhe ſhowed him all the 
curioſities the place afforded. Sir, ſaid ſhe, if 
you'll pleaſe to ſtep this way, I will (as you feem 
to be pleaſed with the effects of my labour at 
my leiſure hours) ſhew you fomething that may 
perhaps give ſome little entertainment. She then 
ſhewed him ſome beautiful carnations of her own 
raiſing 3 after that ſome curious tulips, gaudy 
pinks, and odoriferous roſes. When he had fuffi- 
ciently admired thoſe, ſhe led him to the green- 
houſe, where was a prodigious number of the 
moſt uncommon exotics, for ſhe and her huſband 
were ſo particular in this point, that they would 
not admit any thing to a place there which was 
in the collection of other gentlemen, Here was 
the great american aloe, the torch thiſtle, and an 
hundred other things, which, though perhaps, 
ſomewhat more common now a days, were then 
eſteemed invaluable curioſities When Demons 
had thoroughly ſurveyed theſe ; ſhe next proceeded 
to ſhew him the fruits the place afforded, which 
(to avoid prolixity) I ſhall only aſſure the reader, 
were the fineſt in the world. Laſt of all ſhe defired 
him to obſerve the elegant contrivance of the walks, 
the beautiful regularity of the trees, at all which, 
Demonius expreſt himſelf like one filled with the 
greateſt wonder and admiration. 

Trae doing all this took up a conſiderable 
time, and no little labour ; for the garden was 
exceedingly ſpacious, (for ought I know as large 
as thoſe at Kenfimgton) and what with walking one 
minute, and ſtanding ſtil} the next, together with 
the heat of the ſun, which now began to be very 
troubleſome, Materpbile began to be fatigued and 
grow at laſt very faint. This, ſhe mentioned to 
Demanius; adding there was an arbaur at the 
further end of the garden, and if he pleaſed 
they would direct their 1. towards it, and there 
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reſt themſelves. Upon this Demonius like a well 
bred cavelier, lent the lady his hand, and walk'd 
on *till they came to the aforeſaid arbour. | 
Demonius was raviſhed at the hitherto good 
ſucceſs of his plot, and was near thoroughly con- 
vinced that it would be poſſible to execute his 
deſign on her. She ſeemed to be an affable 
lady, and of a flexible diſpoſition, and theſe qua- 


lities, improved by his addreſs, and aſſiſted by the pri- | 


vacy of the place, and above all by her ſeeming 
diſorder, he thought would not fail of procuring | 
the deſired end. | 

As ſoon as they were ſeated, he looked in her 
face and cry'd out with an air of ſurprize, bleſs 


me, Madam, how ſtrangely you are altered! How 


do you find your felf? you ſeem to be very much | 


diſordered. Materphile replied that the walk had 


occaſioned a drooping of her ſpirits, with a vio- | 


lent palpitation of. the heart, which gave her 


great uneaſineſs. I believe, Madam, returned the 
deſembling Demonius, I have that about me that 
will give you immediate eaſe : tis what I have 
Found to be a ſovereign remedy for your kind 


of diſorder, and as I myſelf am ſometimes un- 
expectedly ſeized with it, I always carry it about 
me. So ſaying, he pulled out of his pocket the 


quilted bottle and cup before mentioned; and af- 
ter taſting it himſelf, filled out a bumper to Ma- 
zerphile, telling her it would give her inſtant relief. 

SHE no ſooner diſcovered by the colour and 


ſmell of it that it was no other than brandy, 


than ſhe ſtarted up and defired him to excuſe 
her; telling him, that her taſting it would be 
attended with the moſt fatal conſequences. Ma- 


dam, replied he, (pretending to miſtake her mean- 


ing) you need not be afraid that any ill conſe- 
quence will attend your accepting it, for I 
allure you upon the word of a gentleman, that 
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it is right Nants, and coſt me nine ſhillings a 
gallon at the beſt hand. Sir, (anſwered ſhe) you 
miſunderſtand me; I did nor intend to reflect up- 
on the goodneſs of what you now offer me, bur I 
have ſome very particular reaſons that deter me. 
Alas! added ſhe, my whole happineis depends 
upon my abſtinence from things of this nature. 
She then proceeded to inform Demonius of the 
whole affair of her marriage, the ſettlement, and 
of the odd condition contained in it. Things 
which he knew almoſt as well as herſelf. 

AFTER liſtening with the greateſt attention 

*rill ſhe had done. Madam, ſaid he, the ſtory 
you have told me is certainly the oddeſt I ever 
heard in my life ; but I can't apprehend that the 
injunction you mention can be ſo very ſtrict as not 
to be diſpenſed with in caſes of extremity. Beſides 
how are you ſure that you} do not miſconſtrue 
it? it is very likely it may only extend to an in-. 
ordinate uſe of ſtrong liquors, for from that alone 
are any miſchiefs to be apprehended. Believe me, 
madam, (continued he) 1 have been a ſtudent of 
the law ſome time in Lincolns inn, and from my 
own {kill in matters of this nature, dare aſſure you, 
you have nothing to fear; for let the clauſe you 
mention be ever ſo exact, the proof muſt lie on 
the plantiff's ſide, and here are no witneſſes to 
obſerve you. In ſhort, were it my own caſe, I 
_ not value the conſequence this pinch of 
nuff. 

y theſe laſt words Materphile*s reſolution began 
to ſtagger, *Tis true her diſorder had by this 
time lett her, (tho? ſhe did not care to own it, for 
fear Demonius ſhould deſiſt from intreating her) but 
his deſcription joined with the beautiful colour, and 
fine flavour of the liquor, and his telling her it had 
many excellent qualities annex*d to it, ſuch as 
opening the underſtanding, enlargiag the capacity, 
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that it infinitely exceeded any thing ſhe had ever 
taſted, and was in ſhort the moſt excellent cor- 
dial in the world, fired her curioſity to the higheſt 
degree, 

Nor to be tedious, Demonius finding ſhe was 
fomewhat mov'd by his arguments, without ſaying 
any thing more, or ſtaying for a reply, filled a 
bumper; and putting it into her hand, conjured 
her to drink it; when, O the frailty af woman- 
kind ! after ſome faint reſiſtance ſhe did. 

Demonius having now done his buſineſs, and 
fearing ſomebody or other might come down the 
garden, and diſcover him look*d on his watch, and 
telling Materphile that he had an appointment 
with a lady, with a tender falute and a low bow 
took his leave. I muſt here obſerve that he ne- 
vet went back to his comrades to inform them of 
his ſucceſs, but has ſince ſculk*d up and down the 
world like a vagabond, and has made it his whole 
employment ever ſince to prompt people to all 
manner of wickedneſs; inſomuch that we have 
ſcarce a ſingle criminal executed, but he is ſaid 
to have been the firſt that ſeduced them. 

Bur to return to my ſto His departure 
was ſo abrupt, that he had left his bottle behind 
him, which Materpbile ſoon perceived, and was 
reſolved to have t*other taſte of it. What a fool ſaid 
ſhe, have I hitherto been, to be led by the noſe 

and frightened with a bugbear ſtory of I know 
not what; but Iam reſolved it ſhall be ſo no longer. 
Ils a pretty jeſt indeed to perſuade one that a 
liquor which I find revives my heart, and * 
my ſpirits, ſnould not be good for me, and will 
do me a miſchief forſooth. With that ſhe ſeized 
the bottle, and without ſtanding to fill it into the 
cup, clapt it to her mouth, and kept it there as 
long as her breath would permit her. She on 
reſted a little and then repeated it, till ſhe had 
near 
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near emptied it; and at laſt, O ſhame to her ſex! 
was ſo intoxicated by the fumes of the liquor it 
contained, that ſhe fell down almoſt ſenſelets. 

TR E clock had now ſtruck nine, and her uſual 
time of breakſaſt was paſt, when Andropater who 
had ſmoaked his pipe, read three acts of a play, 
and done all he could to paſs away the time, not 
finding his wife come home, went down the gar- 
den to ſee for her. But who can expreſs his aſton- 
iſhment at his ſeeing her in that poſture. He at 
firſt thought ſhe was dead, or at leaſt in a ſwoon, 
till finding her ſnoar pretty loudly, and ſeeing a 
dram bottle by her, he quickly gueſs'd the truth. 
Never did man commit ſo many mad actions as 
he did upon this diſcovery : he tore his fleſh, beat 
his head againſt the trees, crying out, I am ruined 
and undone forever; and in ſhort, had he been 
dreſt, and had his ſword on, and not his night- 
gown he had certainly diſpatched himſelf that mo- 
ment. However he went in doors and ſent two 
of his wife's maids with a chair to fetch her in; 
for ſhe was unable to walk, ſhut himſelf up in his 
room, and ſpent the reſt of the day in the greateſt 
torture imaginable. In the mean while Materpbile 
was put to bed to recover herſelf. 

I T was night before ſhe came to herſelf ; which 
as ſoon as ſhe did, her woman informed her hu{- 
band of it, who immediately went to her room, 
ordered the ſervants to leave them alone, drew a 
chair, and fat himſelf down by her. 

Map AM, ſaid he, in a tone ſhe was unuſed 
to, I am no ſtranger to your behaviour this 
morning. The proofs I had of it were too ſtron 
for me to conclude but that you have inevitably 
ruined yourſelf and me. Curſe on that irreſiſtable 
curioſity which made you reject the advice I gave; 
and equally curſed be my fondneſs in permitting 
you to go, Inſtead of gadding abroad to loox 
over 
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over a pack of nonſenſical flowers, had you ſtay'd at 
home and minded the concerns of your family, you 
had done as you ought, and ſhuned a misfortune 
which you have given your ſelf and me occaſion to 
repent of all our lives. 

Materphile had nought to excuſe herſelf, but by 
ſaying that a well dreft gentleman, who had = 
into the garden while the gate was open, had 
ſuaded her to it at a time ſhe was taken ill; and con- 
cluded with ſaying, that it was done ſo privately 
that their father could not poſſibly hear any thing 
of it. The privacy of it ſignifies not a fig (inter- 
rupted Andropater) for you know he is not ignorant 
of the moſt minute tranſactions of the family, and 
without doubt this will come to his ears, and we 
muſt be both turned out of our houſe, and lie under 
the weight of his diſpleaſure. Thus did they in 
inarling and jangling finiſh the day. 

M y accounts vary as to what followed their 
tranſgreſſion; only they all agree in this, that they 
were ſoon after turned out of their houſe, and that 
they went to live in another country; where they 
were reduced to ſuch extreme poverty, that it was 
not without the hardeſt labour and greateſt difficulty 
in the world that they maintained themſelves. 
They lived to a very great age, and left a nume- 
rous family behind them. 


. 


